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Celebrating 80 Years

Did you know our first summer camp was held at Bear Lodge in 1942
prior to establishing a permanent location in 1944? Did you know
there was no summer camp in 1943 because of the rationing of gaso-
line and tires due to WWII? Did you know that Camp Bethel was found-
ed in 1944 as the Big Horn Baptist Youth Foundation?

Did you know that Camp Bethel had 23 different states represented
and 3 different countries during 2018? Did you know that Billy Graham
stopped in at Camp Bethel? Did you know that our current governor's
daughters attended Camp Bethel when they were younger? Did you
know Camp Bethel receives an annual donation from a person that
lives in a closed country. Did you know we had a counselor who heard
about Camp Bethel while hiking in the Alps?

Yes, Camp Bethel has touched a lot of lives over the past 80 years,
from people all over the world. Camp Bethel has always been a place
where the Gospel has been taught. Only the Lord knows how many
lives have been truly impacted by this ministry.

Summer Camp 2025

Have you noticed you can now put $100 worth of groceries in a single
bag? Well, maybe not a single bag, but food costs have increased dra-
matically! What we now pay to feed 65, is what we paid in 2019 to
feed 150. Our operating insurance has also doubled this month. In ad-
dition, we also needed to increase our stipends that we give our sum-
mer staff to make it possible for them to serve here, due to the in-
crease of college tuitions. To put it plainly, it will cost us approximately
$43,000 more to have summer camp next summer.

The Camp Bethel Board of Directors discussed this issue at length at
the last board meeting. In the end, they knew they had to raise the
cost for summer camp in order to catch back up with the times we find
ourselves in. Therefore, next summer will cost $425 for 5th—12th
grades and $395 for Jr. Boys and Jr. Girls week.

We encourage everyone who may need some financial help to please
contact their local church for assistance. If your church can’t help you,
then please contact the camp and talk to our Executive Director about
a scholarship. If you would like to give to our scholarship fund, just
write “Scholarship” in the memo section of your check.

Upcoming Events

e New Years Celebra-
tion, Dec 31st

e Dads and Lads,
January 24th - 25th

e [ adies and Lassies,
March 7th - 8th

e Work Day, May 10th

e Summer Camp Staff
Training, 26th - 30th

For more information or
to register for any up-
coming events, please
visit our website -

www.campbethelwyo.com



Note from the Execu-
tive Director

On behalf of the Camp
Bethel Board of Direc-
tor and myself, | would
like to say thank you to
the countless people
who, through these
past 80 years, have put
forth the time, effort,
and finances that have
been needed over the
years, allowing Camp
Bethel to share the
gospel to those God
brought through our
gate and beyond.

We cannot individually
acknowledge each pas-
tor, missionary, direc-
tor, facilities manager,
counselor, cook, cook
assistant, maintenance
assistant, financial con-
tributor, worker, lay-
man, volunteer or
camper individually,
but God can and does.

Thank you.

A letter from a parent this summer

As you guys are getting ready to start yet another week of summer
camp, nearing the end of another season, | just wanted to send along
some thoughts and hopefully encouragement. | can’t imagine doing
what you guys do every single week. So - thank you! And please keep
running the race!

I've dropped off and picked up 3 different kids 3 different weeks this
summer so far, with our last one coming this week. Each Saturday
when | experience the worship, when | hear them reciting Scripture,
I’'m moved to tears. They come home telling stories of all the fun stuff,
and they love the food by the way, but what | really love is when
things settle down a bit and they share the deeper stuff - they share
questions they had answered, they share things they learned and re-
membered and were impacted by from their counselors and camp
pastors. They have a renewed determination to stay in the Word of
God. And they have built friendships where they can support each oth-
er as they try to follow Jesus in this crazy world.

The work you all are doing (and the amazing staff) it matters so much.
It is so important. The staff showing up week in and week out with so
much energy and enthusiasm and joy, treating each camper like the 1
out of the 99 that God is seeking ... the prayers they pray over the
campers ... the encouragement they bring to their walk with the Lord
... All these things mean so much.

Finally, a quick story that | think is kind of cool - when Josh and | were
visiting Shell for the first time looking at the house that is now our
home, it was January 2021. After looking at the house, feeling over-
whelmed because - were we really going to do this crazy thing that we
felt God leading us to do and move to Wyoming?? We went to the
Shell Store, and while we were eating our burgers there was a big
group of people with tables pushed together discussing and praying
over a big decision - purchasing land for a camp. Pretty sure that was
you guys! We were impressed, and it just added to our confirmation
that this was where the Lord wanted us to be. A big move from a big
city in southern Indiana to a tiny community in the middle of no-
where . And we love it so much. So thankful for Camp Bethel being
here and being such an important part of our kids’ lives.

Even though the words don’t do it justice - Thank you! Praying for you
all as you finish out the season with the junior camps!

Sharing the Gospel since 1942



